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Minutes of the meeting on 15 October, 2014 

Members present at the meeting: 

1. Rakesh Kacker, Director, India Habitat Centre 
2. Dr. Alka Pande, Art Consultant and Curator, Visual Arts Gallery, India Habitat Centre 
3. Ashis Banerjee 
4. Dr. Narayani Gupta, Consultant with INTACH 
5. Ratish Nanda, Project Director, Aga Khan Trust for Culture 
6. Prof. A. G. Krishna Menon Convener, INTACH Delhi Chapter   
7. Urvashi Srivastava, Conservation Architect, DRONAH 

 

 

Rakesh Kacker 

 On every Sunday for the last two years, India Habitat Centre has been organizing Heritage 

Walks  

 The focus will be on who will be our target audience with this program 

 An external agency could be an interface between the India Habitat Centre and other 

participating institutes. Devise a strategy plan to prepare a year long program 

 Aim will be to educate the audience 

 Experimental Art Gallery, Gulmohar Hall, Amphitheatre and outdoor spaces are the 

potential venues for the program 

  

Dr. Alka Pande 

 The present members can be the core group to plan the program 

 Each of the core group members can take ownership for an event which would be part of 

the larger program 

 Workshops, panel discussions, artist talks, exhibitions, tours and walks, gallery program, 

lectures and symposia, film screenings, and performances can be part of the program 

 Proposal to webcast the events 

 Keeping in mind a strong demand for skill based knowledge and professional technicalities, 

students can be the target audience 



 Suggestion: one of the workshops can be devoted to restoration of artworks 

 Experimental Art Gallery is a space to highlight the processing exercises rather than aiming 

at the final product.  It makes the gallery an ideal space for implementing experimental idea 

 

 

Ashis Banerjee 

 

 Municipal councilors need to be brought in 

 Bureaucracy can be a mediator between state authority and common man 

 Bhagidari scheme can be a platform to raise civic responsibility and culture towards the 

program 

  

Dr. Narayani Gupta 

 

 The program can be spread up to two years (24 months) instead of one year (12 months 

program)  

 The program can be a starting point of dialogue and conversation 

 This will be not just another beautification of ideas of heritage and conservation but also 

presenting challenging and paradoxes of the discipline 

 Two workshops with different structure and dealings devoted to: school children; older 

people 

 

 Ratish Nanda 

 India Habitat Centre with its given audience can hit the larger audience instead of a singular 

set of people 

 The program can be popularly advertised to garner a maximum response 

 Institutional collaborations have wider impact and long lasting results 

 INTACH Centre (Indian National Trust For Art and Cultural Heritage) for Conservation 

Training and Capacity Building can be one of the first institutional collaborations 

 Publication can help to uphold the discussions and keep its implications for posterity 

 

Prof. A.G Krishna Menon 

 The program should look at the larger perspective of amending urban laws and policies  

 Democratic Audience should be the aim 

 Bringing debate to public domain 

 Urban villages can be one of the focal points of the discussions at the program 

 



Urvashi Srivastava 

 The program at the India Habitat Centre can be a striking point of convergence between the 

spaces of the modernity and historicity 

 Workshop to connect the urban and rural, and an attempt to acknowledge the latter 

  The art of restoring fresco – a suggestion for one of the themes of the workshop 

 

 

24 themes for the program suggested by Ratish Nanda  

 

1. Art 

2. Urban 

3. Landscape 

4. Monument/ material 

5. New design 

6. Community involvement 

7. Heritage restoration 

8. Reuse of building 

9. Law 

10. Awareness 

11. Philosophy 

12. World heritage 

13. Intangible: food and music 

14. Public spaces 

15. People’s contribution 

16. Traditional material: tiles and stones 

17. Benefits- arts and culture 

18. Museums: roles in the city 

19. Roads- infrastructure 

20. Religious buildings 

21. heritage management 

22. economic potential 

23. Tourism, Heritage and Environment 

24. Pollution – effects and solutions 

 

The meeting was rounded up by the director Rakesh Kacker: 

The program aims to study how important conservation is 

 Everyday sensitizing process and raising awareness  

 Informing the public at large 

 Improving quality of life 

 



Mr  Rakesh  Kacker  concluded  by  stating that the  IHC would prepare a note on content/targeting 

audience/ resource persons/ forms of communication i.e. lectures, workshops, walks, radio, TV. 

 

Dr. Narayani Gupta kindly offered to help Dr. Alka Pande in preparing the note.  


